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No matter if your tomato growing skills are novice or advanced, or if you pronounce it tomato or tomahto, 
there are not many ways to get around different types of diseases, fungi, and even insect attacking your 
plants. Luckily, the tomato community has put extensive effort into providing information for current and 
future tomato growers. The most common problems with tomatoes make themselves known by showing 
signs of stress, discoloration, chew marks, and also rotted stems and leaves. Take action today by 
diagnosing your tomato problem using the Tomato Pest Chart.  
 
 

Leaf Issues 
 
One of the most common places that you will notice tomato issues is on their leaves. You may observe 
discolored leaves, defoliated plants, and also black spots which provides the indication that you might 
have a fungus or insect attacking your plant. A few of the main insects that will go after your tomatoes 
include aphids, armyworms, cutworms, leaf miners, and fruit worms. The leaf miner will tunnel itself 
through leaf tissue which leads to stunted growth. The remaining insects will consume the tomato leaves, 
leaving nothing but the stems. When you are faced with discolored leaves, consider the following causes: 
Bacterial Canker, Bacterial Spot, Septoria Leaf Spot, Powdery Mildew, and Fusarium Wilt. Symptoms of 
these diseases and fungal issues show themselves in the way of discolored leaves, malformed new growth, 
and yellow spotting. Depending on your situation, these issues can be cured using an organic insecticide 
and fungicide. Make sure to view the chart below to gain a better understand of your tomato issues.   
 
 

Stem Concerns 
 
Many of the problems with leaves also show up on the stems of your tomato plants. Most of these issues 
will go unnoticed due to the stems not being the first thing noticed on your tomato. Diseases caused from 
fungi, such as phytophthora root rot, are found on the stem and do not appear to damage the plant 
immediately. If left unchecked, this disease will rip through your plants leaving wilted, and even 
discolored leaves. At the same time, you will notice a fuzzy growth on your stems. In addition to the 
phytophthora root rot, other cankers such as Alternaria and Bacterial Canker will also attack your tomato 
plants. This will show up as black, brown, and grey lesions on your stem and in some cases, you will also 
notice that the stem is very slimy. Pests that attack stems often go unnoticed and unchecked due to their 
hidden nature. Make sure you periodically check for any malformed growth to ensure you treat your plant 
as early as you can. Red Barn recommends using either the Revitalize Biofungicide or Copper Fungicide by 
Bonide to help with these issues.  
 
 

Fruit Problems 
 
One frustrating part of gardening, that many of us experience, is nurturing your plant to the point of it 
flowering and fruiting only to have the end result be inedible fruit that are better for the birds than for 
you and your family. There are quite a few problems that arise when your plant is putting off fruit. The 
most common being black mold, cloudy spot, spotted wilt, blossom end rot, radial racking, and tomato 
mosaic. While some of these are caused from fungi buildup and contact with wet soil, others stem from 
low nitrogen and potassium in the soil along with rapid water uptake. In the first case, we at Red Barn 
recommend you use the Revitalize Bio fungicide by Bonide which will help eliminate threats from disease. 
In the second case, we recommend using a slow-release organic fertilizer such as worm castings or 
Espoma’s Tomato-Tone. We also encourage all gardeners to complete a soil test to figure out which 
nutrients they ae lacking. Make sure to check out the Tomato Pest Chart for a more detailed look at 
common tomato issues.  
 
 
 
 



 


